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As a special treat this month, we are bringing you a little European
history from our recent visit to Amsterdam, the Netherlands, Brussels,
Belgium, Paris, France and Barcelona, Spain.
We began our trip in Amsterdam. Amsterdam is the capital city of the
Netherlands. It's modern roots date back to the Middle Ages. It began
as a fishing village and has become one of the world's leading ports for
exporting goods.

Many houses in Amsterdam are built
very narrowly. This is due to the
taxation of homes done by width of the
frontage. The wider your house, the more
you pay.

A traditional "dutch" pancake
resembles a crepe, but slightly
thicker. However, we found this
locally owned cafe' that made
"pancakes" that were served
with fresh fruit and were super
delicious.
If ever in Amsterdam be careful
over what type of cafe' or
coffee house that you enter.
Many cafe's are bars and serve
alcohol in addition to food.
Coffee houses sell "herbal
vegetation."

On a given day, there are around 600,000
bicycles in the city of Amsterdam. Cycling is
the most common form of travel. Although
there are cars, the city caters to pedestrians
and bike and scooter riders. There is also a
well-oiled mass transit system that assists
with moving people throughout town.

The below picture is a photo of the skyline of
the Diagonal Mar District of Barcelona, Spain.
There is a mall in the foreground and the
outline of the Serra de Collserola mountains in
the background.

Below: These are evening shots of Brussels City center at night.
There is a mall to the left and several stores and businesses on
both sides of the street all the way down. Brussels, like many
European cities, shut down after work hours. Many businesses
(excluding restaurants, bars, etc.) will close early in order for
people to unwind and relax for the day. Also, in most
restaurants, no cell phones were visible during the meal. People
sat and talked.

Gare du Nord in Paris is
Europe's busiest railway station
with roughly 214 million
passengers passing through each
year. The station opened in 1846.

The strait of Gibraltar is a narrow waterway
separating the continents of Europe and Africa,
specifically the countries of Spain and Morocco. If
you look closely in the picture you can see lights in
both countries/continents. It is the entryway to the
Mediterranean Sea. This was a 12 day TransAtlantic Voyage of the Symphony to her new home
in Miami, Florida.

L: photo of ship from an airplane comparing the sizes with older ships and above is the Symphony
at night showing the various decks.
Chicken Soup (w/ optional noodles)

1 (3 pound) whole chicken
4 carrots, halved
4 stalks celery, halved

salt and pepper to taste
water to cover
1 tsp chicken bouillon

Put the chicken, carrots, celery and onion in a large soup pot and cover with cold water. Heat and
simmer, uncovered, until the chicken meat falls off of the bones (skim off foam every so often).
Take everything out of the pot. Strain the broth. Pick the meat off of the bones and chop the
carrots, celery and onion. Season the broth with salt, pepper and chicken bouillon to taste, if
desired. Return the chicken, carrots, celery and onion to the pot, stir together, and serve.
Optional: During the last few minutes of cooking add 1 1/2 cups of egg noodles and cook to
desired tenderness.
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looking for something to do?
December
Now-Jan. 1st: Zoo Lights
Now-Jan 1st: ICE! Charlie Brown Christmas
25th: Christmas Day
31st: New Year's Eve
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Chuckles From The Tribe
Joke 1
Q: What did the red light say to the green light?
A: Don't look, I'm changing.
Joke 2
What did the grape do when he got stepped on?
He let out a little wine.

