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Don’t Go To The Hospital In July, If You Can Help It! 

A study published by the Journal of General Internal Medicine reported a 10% 

spike in deaths occurring at teaching hospitals during the month of July caused 

by medical errors. The numbers attributed to the influx of new residents and 

interns.  

Like many other fields, medical students graduate in June and typically begin 

their first year of residency in July. A resident is a medical school graduate who 

holds a M.D. and practices medicine usually in a clinic or hospital under the supervision of an attending phy-

sician. The first year of residency is called an internship. These doctors are referred to as interns.  

The study involved reviewed data from 1979-2010 and found that there were 10% more avoidable medical 

errors than any other month. JAMA Surgical journal did conclude that the “July Effect” has no bearing on 

surgeries performed during the same time frame.  

A story recently republished by CNN.com from the prospective of a new doctor, indicates the level of       

inexperience and lack of confidence for many in the same situation. One particular doctor indicated that on 

his first night on call a loud siren rang and a nurse grabbed him and  said, “you’re a resident right? I need 

you to run this code.” He admitted that he did not know what he was doing. He grabbed his pocket medical 

manual, flipped through it and figured out he needed to de-fibrillate. He yells, “Get me the paddles.” The 

nurse hands him the paddles. He confidently yells out, “CLEAR!” and the nurse yells, “STOP!” The nurse    

adjusts his hands so that he is now in the proper position to correctly perform this emergency procedure. 

The writer explains that if the nurse would not have done this, he would have shocked the patient’s liver. 

Cardiac rhythm was restored and the patient was okay.  

Although this doctor retells his story lightly and the outcome was correct, it doesn't change that fact that 

what he experienced was not any different from what countless other interns experience annually. 

 

http://www.cnn.com/2016/07/04/health/dont-go-to-the-hospital-in-july/index.html 



This publication is not intended to provide any legal advice, nor does it create and attorney-client relationship. Each and every case is 

different.  To consult the attorneys of Boston Law Group, LLC regarding a medical malpractice case, please call 301-850-4832.  

 

 
Do Drug Company Gifts Determine Doctors’ Prescribing Habits? 

By: Marcus B. Boston  

  

Do drug company gifts play a role in doctors’ 

prescribing habits when it comes to a patient’s 

treatment? A recent study looked at the issue 

and concluded that doctors who get payments 

or gifts from drug companies are more likely to 

prescribe brand name medications. 

  

According to news reports, not only are doctors 

more likely to prescribe brand name medica-

tions, the rate in which doctors prescribed the 

drugs increased with the amount of gifts or 

money given. In a time where questions have 

even arisen regarding the rate of painkiller  

prescriptions, this new study regarding gifts and prescribing habits shines more light on the prescribing of 

drugs. 

  

Just recently, health officials expressed concerns regarding how painkillers are being prescribed to treat pain. 

A group of 60 health officials suggested new guidelines be put in place for the use of painkillers to treat pain. 

According to that group, the current standards or treatment for pain are too aggressive. 

  

The study found that the benefits doctors received could vary from food subsidies, to getting speaking fees 

from pharmaceutical companies, to getting payments for continuing education. 

  

Due to the law in some states, doctors have to report what they get from drug companies and under the       

Affordable Care Act, an Open Payments database was created to keep track of this data. 

  

Researchers in the study looked at data from 2011 from Massachusetts payment reports dealing with the     

prescription drug program of Medicare. Of the 2,444 Massachusetts doctors in the Medicare prescription data-

base, about 37% of the doctors received some type of payment from drug companies. 71% of doctors in the 

reviewed data reported receiving meals paid for by drug companies. 

 

Don’t be afraid to ask your doctor and/or your pharmacists about a Generic version of what you are being  

prescribed. 

 

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-drugs-payments-idUSKCN0Y42KE 



Communication Policy: The attorneys of Boston Law Group, LLC generally do not accept unscheduled phone calls. This allows us to focus our time 

and attention on individual cases, which creates greater quality legal service. To schedule an appointment, please email: info@bostonlawllc.com. 
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Things To Do In DMV 

9th-10th: Baltimore/Washington One Caribbean    

Carnival Baltimore 

18th-Aug. 1st: Howard County Restaurant Week 

21st: Brew at the Zoo, DC 

23rd-24th: Montgomery County Farm Tour 

Now-31st:Universoul Circus, National Harbor 

28th: Skins Training Camp Opens Richmond 

 

Summer Movies For July 

From the files of: Where They Do That At? 

A Sarasota father accidentally killed his son over the 

holiday weekend. The responsible gun-owner took his 

children to the gun range so they could practice shoot-

ing.  When Pa Cartwright pulled the trigger at his tar-

get, the recoil sent a hot shell down the back of his 

shirt. That’s when Gomer used the gun to “fish” the 

shell out of his shirt. Of course he used the hand which 

was holding the gun to reach into his shirt. He acci-

dentally pulled the trigger and the round hit the ceiling 

and came down on his son.  Guns are serious and 

should be treated as such. 

Be Safe With Your Guns! 

If you are in DC near Storey 

Park on July 31st, be sure to 

check out the Taste of DC on 

wheels. Three times a year Taste 

of DC does Brunch on Wheels.  

It is an event  that allows admis-

sion  $5 and $ 19 for bottomless 

drinks.  We were there on June 

26th and enjoyed the snacks and 

bottomless mimosas. Fair warn-

ing: if you attend, seating is very limited so don’t be afraid to bring folding/collapsible chairs. If the sun is beaming, the 

chairs with the covers are ideal.  
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For more information on 

BLG, be sure to “Like” our 

page on  Facebook and      

follow us on twitter! 

2 Wisconsin Circle 
Suite 700 

Chevy Chase, MD  20815 
301-850-4832 (O) 
301-830-6781 (F) 

medicalinjury@bostonlawllc.com 

Don’t have time to wait for a paper 

copy of Off The Press? Email us at: 

info@bostonlawllc.com. We can 

add you to 

our email 

list. This way 

you can get 

updates, 

news, and 

newsletters 

sent electronically.  

He Said: 

When the first Independence Day came out in theaters I was 

heading into my senior year in high school. Back then the first 

movie was considered a huge summer blockbuster due to the 

fact it had a good sci-fi story and "awesome" special effects 

for the time. With that said I was really interested to see how 

Independence Day Resurrection would work. 

 

All in all I thought that the movie was a smidge above aver-

age. The special effects were good (aliens, spaceships, alien 

technology galore) but for me the story just did not live up to 

the hype. Add to it, some of the movie seemed rushed in cer-

tain areas due to what I thought was some unnecessary direc-

tion. 

 

The characters were pretty good and the acting OK. But like I 

said, because of the direction of the story I thought that it 

pulled the movie down. Unless you are a die hard for this se-

ries, this is one that can be passed on the Blu Ray collection 

unless it's dirt cheap! 

 

Marcus' Grade: 6 out of 10 

She Said: 

I was anticipating the Independence Day sequel. I 

remember watching the first one 20 years ago and 

was excited about part 2. When there was drama a 

couple of years ago about Will Smith wanting a larg-

er salary and/or a percentage of the box office, my 

expectations increased (he knows its gonna be 

good!). I  could have waited and caught this one on a 

premium channel or on Redbox.  

It was good to the see some familiar faces, a little 

older, but still familiar. The action of the film was 

much better than the story, but I will admit both  

action and story pale in comparison to the original. 

You would think that after 20 years, the writers and 

directors would have brought the FIRE! 

Oh, and there was no point for Vivica A. Fox to be in 

the movie.  Wait for Redbox! Hopefully the next Star 

Trek won’t disappoint.  

 

Renee’s Grade: 5 out of 10 

Our He Said/She Said for the month is the  

movie Independence Day Resurgence. This       

is one of those heavily anticipated summer 

blockbusters in the long line of remakes/

reboots and sequels that are being made for 

new generations.  


